





• Importance of character identification: 
intervention is successful when characters & 
storyline reflects lived experience of the target 
audience 
• Previous research exists on long-form EE 
interventions; this analyses examines a short-
term intervention 
• Role of social media in EE interventions 
• Few comments regarding HIV/PrEP
FUTURE IMPLICATIONS
• Social media adds value through interaction and 
expansion of EE interventions 
• Engagement of viewers 
• Cannot conclude causation; a formal evaluation 
is needed to assess knowledge/behavior change 
of viewers 
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Entertainment-Education and Girlsplained 
Sexual & Reproductive Health in the United 
Kingdom 
• Reproductive health: contraception, abortion, 
relationship health, STIs, sexual orientation, & 
maternal/fetal mortality
• In U.K., young minority populations are most at-
risk for poor reproductive health outcomes
• Black individuals comprise 60% of the total 
population living with HIV in the U.K. 
• Cultural norms prevent minorities from talking 
about reproductive health at an early age
• Entertainment-Education (EE) is the intentional 
placement of informative content in 
entertainment messages 
• With funding from the MTV Staying Alive 
Foundation, “Girlsplained” created an 15 minute 
fictional video with a storyline addressing sexual 
health for minority women in the U.K. 
• 553 YouTube comments
• 48 Instagram comments
• 22 codes & 5 themes 
Data Collection & Analysis
• Collected & de-identified all comments on 
YouTube & Instagram 
• Exclusion criteria: comments not made in 
English & comments made by Girlsplained Team 
• Comments coded as individual data points using 
NVIVO qualitative software
Engagement with Characters & the Narrative
Mentor: Amy Henderson Riley; JCPH Faculty: 
Rosie Frasso, Colin Plover, & John McAna; Coding 
Team: Katherine Senter; Girlsplained Team: 
Priyanka Rajendram, Judith Matsiko, & Sabrina 
Yasmin 
“Quote” 
“This is really good! As a local politician I’m 
mesmerized by your films because they are 
current and raise real awareness with 
authenticity! Keep on keeping on! Black film 
industry needs your creativity.”
“In my opinion, female sexuality is already 
stigmatized but for WOC [women of color], it’s 
worse as we come from cultural backgrounds 
where sex-ed was non-existent. We don’t think to 
get tested or look after our sexual health 
properly.” 
“I’m sorry, but birth control is also not healthy. 
Either use a condom or abstain from sex.” 
“It’s only men that are afraid to get tested, as 
this video shows.” 
“Is PrEP available in Jamaica or any other 
[country] in [the] world?
